THE SULLIVAN TRAIL A’s NEWS

“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is success.”
- Henry Ford
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S GARAGE[image: C:\Users\jmm266\Desktop\13583071735_c243ccb68d_o.jpg]


Hey! Thank goodness warmer daffodil weather has arrived! I’ve driven the old Tudor here and there when the sun has been out and the roads have been dry, it’s great to get behind the wheel while imagining how the drive to Maine will be in June. For me and several others in the Club it’s hard to believe (I’m not actually speaking for them of course) that the MAFCA National Lobsters and Lighthouses Tour will be starting in Kennebunkport, ME, in a mere 5 weeks. I’m packed and psyched! 
You’ll likely notice a few small cosmetic changes in this Newsletter’s appearance and content. Feedback is always welcome on what you’d like to see and get rid of. Please let your editor know.
All for now, Jim [image: ]        


                                             
           Minutes of the March 14, 2015 Meeting
Meeting was called to order by President Jim Morris at 7PM.  Seventeen members were present.
· Motion to approve Secretary’s report by Bruce, second by Larry.  Motion carried.
· There was no Treasurer’s report.
· Jim reported that there are still 3 free memberships for MAFCA available for NEW members.  
· Lunch is tentatively scheduled for May16th in Owego at 12PM.  Location to be determined.  This is for those planning on attending the Lighthouse and Lobsters Tour in June.  All are welcome as it would be a good way to meet other Model A enthusiast from Binghamton area.
· Big Flats Historical Society will be having monthly breakfast on the 2nd Saturday beginning May 9th until Sept 12th.  They would like a few Model As owners to bring their cars.  Location is 258 Hibbard Rd, Big Flats.  Price for breakfast is $6.00.
· A picnic at the church pavilion is planned in place of June meeting.  Date has not been decided as several members will be attending the tour in Maine.  It was suggested we move meeting to 3rd Tues so all members can attend.  Final decision will be made at May meeting.  (These are notes that should have been included in March minutes.)
· Bill reported that Bob has been in hospital but was transferred to Bethany on Apr 14th.  If you would like to send a card, send it to his home and Karen will take it to Bob.  Address is:
Bob Harter
550 W Franklin St
Horseheads, NY 14845
· Bruce brought in information about a 29 A bakery truck for sale.  It is in pieces so if you want more info contact Bruce.
· Delicious refreshments were provided by Don.  Ginny volunteered to bring refreshments for May.
· Motion to adjourn at 8:05 by Bruce, second by Don.  Motion carried.
· Bev won the 50/50 raffle.

Respectfully submitted,
Bev Harding, Secretary
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· Tuesday May 12, 2015 at 7:00 PM Sullivan Trail A’s business meeting, at the United Methodist Church, 1034 West Broad Street, Horseheads NY.
· Saturday May 16 -- Tentative: Lunch in Owego with some of the folk from the Southern Tier Model A's Club; originally organized as a friendly meeting of the people planning to go on MAFCA’s Lighthouses and Lobsters Tour any members of both Clubs are welcome to attend. Firm details will be coming shortly.
· June 7-12, 2015 -- 2015 MAFCA National Tour - Lobsters and Lighthouses of Maine
                                       Kennebunkport, Maine to Bar Harbor, Maine                       
                                                         Hosts: Pine Tree A’s             
· June 21 -26 – MARC National Meet
French Lick, IN; hosted by the National Meet Region.
· September 19, 2015 -- Worldwide International Model A Day 2015
Hosts: MAFCA/MARC
[image: ]
Five Reasons We Love Ford Model A’s
Excerpts from a web blog by Sarah Kornacki, a Media Relations Intern at “The Henry Ford”.

www.blog.thehenryford.org/2014/09/five-reasons-why-we-and-everyone-else-love-the-ford-model-a/

5. You can drive it on the road
Model As are known to drive pretty darn well on modern roads. Despite being 80+ years old, many Model As can
cruise easily at 40-45 miles per hour thanks to an engine exactly twice as powerful as its predecessor, the Model T.
And the Model A’s mechanical brake system on the wheels—admittedly less secure than a hydraulic brake system—is safer than the Model T’s mechanical brakes on the transmission.
Of course, Model Ts are still extremely popular and drivable, but most vintage car owners want to show off their
prized vehicles on the open road, and the Model A gives us more route options. Racing down the freeway might not be an option, but give the car a break—the Model A is older than some of our grandmas. And my grandma doesn’t drive the freeway, either.
4. You can learn to drive it without a historian present
So the Model A can handle the road. But more importantly, today’s drivers can handle the Model A. The car was the first Ford to have controls we’re used to, like gas pedals and a conventional gear-shift lever to name a few. Before the Model A, Ford “horseless carriages” like the Model T were built under the assumption the driver only had experience driving, well a carriage, horse included.
3. Replacement parts are not crazy difficult to find
Collectors of rare cars dread the day they need to replace a part because finding one or getting a new one made is no easy task. Not all car buffs have the luxury of that kind of time, energy or money. But with the Model A, a lot of
original parts are still floating around out there since Ford built right around 5 million Model As between the 1928
and 1931 model years. And as our Model A love is no secret, there are now vendors who make less expensive,
sometimes more reliable copies of vintage parts. So the Model A is a sweet vintage vehicle, plus, the replacement
parts are comparatively easier to get ahold of.
2. They’re relatively affordable
About 5 million Ford Model As were made, and a lot of them are still around. So the Model A is historic, but it isn’t
quite rare enough to cost an arm and a leg—a phrase which here means the $70,000 you could pay for a Packard of A the same vintage. Yikes. Some highly scientific research (looking on eBay) revealed there are decent Model As out there priced as low as $6,000. What’s not to love about that?
1. Eye-popping styles and colors
There is a practical side to car restoration, like finding replacement parts and choosing drivable routes, but we can’t deny the Model A is just pretty. Seriously, we could stare at this car all day. With new sporty body-styling, the Model A was an instant hit. Millions of people stormed Ford showrooms on December 2, 1927 because, as an Irving Kaufman song of the time period claimed, “Henry’s made a lady out of Lizzie.” Well, we think Lizzie was always a lady, but the Model A undoubtedly brought some serious class to the early American auto scene, styled to look like “a baby Lincoln,” and offered in an array of colors, contrasting with all those black Model Ts. For all his mechanical prowess, Henry Ford didn’t have much of an eye for style, but his son Edsel gave the Model A body the elegant finesse that we can’t get over. And today, especially in the Motor City, taking a pleasure cruise in a piece of automobile history is really a special treat.[image: ]
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SUPPLIES – ALL TOURS
· 
· Fire extinguisher Flares/Reflectors
· Engine oil 
· Flashlight-batteries
· Radiator water Inner tube patch kit
· Electrical wire and tape Duct tape
· Permatex/gasket sealer Radiator stop leak
· Bolts, nuts, washers Cotter pins
· Baling wire (don’t laugh) 
· Tarp and blanket
· Rags & Hand cleaner
· “Rain X” for windshield Maps
· Wire brush for battery 
· Vaseline
· MAFCA Nat’l Roster
· ‘A’ Repair Manual Grease Gun….and
· Grease and oil specific to your car for water pump, chassis, wheel bearings, transmission, rear axle, differential, steering gear and overdrive
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The Sullivan Trail A’s News
Did you know … 

… this about 1931 WOMEN'S HATS?

The 1931hats in comparison to previous years were quite different. The crowns remained shallow as in late 1930, brims were still tilted and irregular but they were worn higher on the head and off the face. The crown was shallow and close to the head, often it barely reached the top of the forehead and was deeper in the back and often off to one side. Brims were popular in narrow and medium widths for Spring. The turban style came in many versions, there were the bicorne and the tricorne types these were bonnet shaped. These bonnet type turbans often had only one definite point on a side while the other side curved outward and down. Or the upturned side may have no sharp corner turn, but rather swing on an out-curved line on one side then lie close to the crown on the opposite side. The beret was still in but it draped downward on the side and in the back, fitting the head closely, very similar to the draped turbans.
Many materials were seen in the spring and summer hats. All kinds of straws, fabrics and ribbons as well as felt were in fashion. Satin, grosgrain, shantung, silk, crepe, taffeta, linen, cotton, pique, and rough or smooth, dull or shiny straws. Straws were often seen combined with felt, ribbon or fabric to tie the hat in color and texture to the 
dress worn. Early spring, felt was used as the most popular fabric, combined with other materials as mentioned for straws.
Color was seen in abundance. The old rule was that the hat should match the coat or the hat should match the fur on the coat or it should match the dress under the coat. Not so in early 1931.Contrasting color between the hat and the frock was the new rule. The color should tie the hat to the ensemble in some way, for example it may match the dress or blouse or it could match only the trimming of the dress or blouse. It might also match the coat but be trimmed in a bright color used for accent somewhere in another part of the ensemble.
Most popular colors were navy blue ensembles accented by bright red and white, or jade green found somewhere on the hat that picked up some detail in the dress. Ribbons of two tones were often used for example in a brown and white frock, with an accent of bittersweet shade the hat may be banded with a two-toned ribbon of any of the colors. The crown on the hat could be banded and finished with bows or the ribbon may be fitted to be part of the crown itself.
Fashion hints were if the hat matched the color of the coat, it may then have a bright cluster of flowers, a fancy feather, or even vegetables or fruits to harmonize with the dress. Feathers were back on hats in a big way.
Late this year the hats were well off the face. The older women still preferred the low over or just above the eyebrows or over one side of the face.
1931 January Needlecraft
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FALL & WINTER
SEPTEMBER MC CALL'S
1931 Fall 
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Name

Join The Model A Ford Club of America

New Membership
~ Membership Benefits ~

Spouse’s Name

Address

The Restorer magazine * Technical Support « Local
Chapters * National Meets « Era Fashion Guidelines

« “How To Restore” Series * Judging Standards and
Restoration Guidelines

City.

State

Dues per year are
Zip U.S. Membership - $40

Country

Canada/Mexico Membership - $50
Telephone

Permission to publish my telephone number in future Membership Rosters? Yes:

International Membership - $56
Make checks or money orders payable to
MAFCA

No:

Gift Membershi
P U.S. Funds Only
Name -
For Credit Card Orders ~ Visa / MasterCard (cicle one)

Spouse’s Name

pou Card Number: L | ]L 7‘ L\J,,
Address Exp. Date:
City. Signature:,
State Zip Membership Only Membership + Initiation Package
Country. Telephone Optional Initiation Package
Permission to publish my telephone number in future Membership Rosters? Yes: No: f —F;;cmu?;“mm

Return this form and payment to: ! 1 ?"QT;ZA“.,":;;'"
1 - Name Badge SrAuERics
250 South Cypress Street ¢ La Habra, CA 90631-5515 Only $10 extra

Source: MAFCA Website
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